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BRAINSTORMING 

• What is your topic? 

• What are the key concepts? 

• Identify some synonyms, alternate search 

terms, etc. 

• Put it all together using the boolean AND, 

OR 
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TOPIC 

• Immigration from African countries to 

Canada 
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KEY CONCEPTS 

• Immigration 

• Africa 

• Canada 
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SYNONYMS/ALTERNATE SEARCH 

TERMS 

• Immigration: emigration, immigrant, refugee 

• Africa: specific countries? 

• Canada: specific provinces? 
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BOOLEAN LOGIC (AND/OR/NOT)  
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immigration/ 
emigration/ 

refugee 

Canada/ 
Ontario 

Africa/ 
Congo/ 
Kenya/ 
Rwanda 



TRUNCATION 

• Immigra* 
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PHRASE SEARCHING 

• Quotation marks “…” 

“refugee camps” 
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SEARCH STATEMENT 

(immigration OR emigration OR immigrant OR 

refugee) AND (africa OR congo OR kenya OR 

rwanda) AND canada 

 

NB: the first set could also be (immigra* OR 

emigra* OR refugee) 
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WHERE TO SEARCH? 

• Books 
The Library Catalogue (Primo) 

• Journal Articles 
Research Databases 

• Chapters in Books 
Some Research Databases have this source type 

The Library Catalogue (Primo), but a little difficult 
to isolate 

• Websites 
Google (use Advanced Search and include 
domain) 
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AND ONE MORE TIP… 

Search... 

Check 
results 

Search 
references, 

other 
terms 

Check 
results 

Searching is cyclical 

– use what you find 

to find more 
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BOOKS 

• Search Primo, the Library Catalogue 

• Start from the Library’s homepage 

(http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/)  
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PRIMO (1) 
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PRIMO (2) 
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PRIMO (3) 
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PRIMO (4) 
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PRIMO (5) 
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PRIMO (6) 
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QUESTIONS?? 
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ARTICLES 

• Use Research Databases 

• If off-campus, Connect from Home (left menu 

of the Library’s homepage) 

• Not sure of an appropriate database? 

Check out the appropriate Subject Guide (right 

menu of the Library’s homepage) 
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THE LIBRARY’S HOMEPAGE 
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RESEARCH DATABASES (1)  
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RESEARCH DATABASES (2)  
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WORLDWIDE POLITICAL SCIENCE 

ABSTRACTS (1)  
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WORLDWIDE POLITICAL SCIENCE 

ABSTRACTS (2) 
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SCOPUS (1)  
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SCOPUS (2)  
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JSTOR (1)  
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JSTOR (2)  
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Click on title to find  
full-text availability 

options 



JSTOR (3)  
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Most recent item 
is from 2012 



QUESTIONS?? 
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CONTACT ME… 

• Course Guide 

http://subjectguides.uwaterloo.ca/intst101  

• E-mail: skeys@uwaterloo.ca  

Please include Course Number in subject line 
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